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The View of Man: Educational Philosophy’s Foundation and Revolution

Zhou Xing-guo
College of Educational Science, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu Anhui 241000, China

Abstract All educational philosophies and practices are founded on a corresponding view of man. In classical
philosophy of education, education programs are designed on the basis of man’s abstract meaning from “man
as he ought by nature to be” while modern educational philosophy makes projects and considers problems
by man’s universality starting from “men as they are”. Contemporary philosophy of education determines
educational action programs and projects on man’s concreteness in view of “man as he is”. There is a tension
between the education practice principle of “man as he is” and the modern education system and structure that
are derived from “men as they are”, which causes the practical problems of contemporary education. Meanwhile,
as the result of theoretical exploration, modern educational theories are attempts to solve these problems.
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